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A LETTER from a Marine Offi- 
cer in the Fleet up the Medi terra- 
nean, to his Father in London. 


Mahon, March 4, 1543-4. 


I N Obedience to your Commands : After being 
ſo long in Expe&arion' of an Engagement, 1 
have, for your Satisfaction and your Friends, ſent 
you an Impartial, Perfect, and as Particular Ac- 
count, as poſhbly I can. I was an Eye-Witneſs 
to what paſſed; and where Diſtance, or Smoak, 

hindered me from making juſt Obſervations, or 
made me doubt what I faw, I have applied to ſuch 
of my Friends as had a better Opportunity of per- 
celving what paſſed, very well knowing, the real 
matter of Fact would give you greater Pleaſure 
than the magnifying Mole-Hills to Mountains; a 
Practice too frequent on both Sides, in giving an 
Account of any Action. 
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Particular Account. 


Feb. 8, 1743-4. 

HE Diamond and Winc helſea being appointed 

to cruize off Toulon to obſerve the Morions of 
the French and Spaniſb Fleets, who lay with their 
Fore-topſails looſe, and were ready to putto Sea; 
likewiſe the Efex, Chatham, Feverſham, Dunkirk 
and Kingston being ſtationed at an Anchor under 
the Iſland Porguerale, as a proper Channel to receive 
and communicate all Orders and Intelligence between 
the Admiral and theſe Cruiſers. Purſuant to which 
at three in the Afternoon, the Muc helſea ſtretched 
a - croſs the Weſtern Paſſage of the Bay, and made 
the Signal that the confederate Fleets were then 
coming out to Sea, which Signal was repeated by 
che Eſſex, and anſwered by the Admiral, Who im- 


mediarely made the publick Signal ro unmoor, and 


ſoon aſter the private one; upon which the whole 
Fleet unmoored and hove ſhorr. GD NED 
Feb. 9. As ſoon as a Breeze of Wind ſprung up, 
which was about ren in the Morning, the who 
Fleet weigh'd by Signal, and half an hour after 
the Admiral made the Signal tor the Fleer ro draw 


into a Line of Battle a-head, but did not form it 


the Wind blowing freſh weſterly : Continued 
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all Day . the Windward between Purgae+ 


rale ard the Main in the Bay of Hieres, as did che 
Enemy on the Weſt Side of the Low Land, being 
reſalved to keep che Advantage they had of the 
Wind of us; wherefore the Admiral at five in the 
Afternoon made the Signal, and anchored again 
with the Fleet in the Ba yx nt; 
_ Feb. 10. At ſix o Clock in the Morning the Fleet 
weigh'd again by Signal, and at ſeven! the Wind 
veing at N. N. W. the Admiral made the Signal tor 
thoſe, who lead with the Starboard 'Tacks, to lead 
large; upon which the Vice- Admiral with his Pi- 
viſion, made Sail a- head. At ten O Clock the 
Enemy appear d in a Line of Battle a-head, bearing 
S. W. Piſtance about ſive Leagues. Before Noon 
we had the good Fortune to be joined by the Boywe 
and CHucęſter; but moſt. Part of this Day being 
very little Wind, with a high weſtern Swell, 
greatly hinder'd our getting without the Ifland 
Horquerole, inſomuch, that from thence, and the 
Ships erb ding ſo taſt out of the Grand Faſs, there 
hardly ſeemed a Probability, even with all; the 
Boats to wing a-head, the Swell being ſo exceſſixe 
high, to prevent ſeven or eight of them, falling 
on board of one another; yet, next to a Miracle, 
they! all providentially eſcaped this Jegpardy. c 
F paſt Noon, a little Air of Wind coming from che 
Eaſt ward, the Admiral made che Signal forcthe 
Fleet to dra / into a Line of Battle a- head, but in 
an Hour after falling almoſt calm, he made the 
Signal, and the; Fleet brought to witty the Star- 
board Tagks on board. At three o' Glock the Ad- 
mirabmade the Signal te draw into a Line off Battle 
-a-breaſt, at the ſame time kept ftrerching to the 
B. W. with an eaſy Sail, in order to Wa ee 
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the Ships to ſorm between Him and the Shore; | the 
Vice-Admiral doing the ſame towards the N. W. 
and the RearAdmral with his Diviſion making 
Sail td ger to ehe S. Mu but at Duskiſi he appeared 
eo be a great Way ſhort of being a-breaſt. The 
Enemy ar this Juncture, not above 'two Leagues 
diſtant to Leeward, in all tWenty- eight Sail of the 
Line, viz. ſixteen French and twelve Spariſh Ships, 
with eight Frigates and Firethips : A Chef fEſcadre 
in the Van of their Fleet, a Rear-Admiral in their 
CTenter, and the Spaniſh Admiral in the Rear with 


8 


five of his Ships a-head of him, and the other ſix 
a- ſtern. At half an Hour paſt ſix the Admiral made 
the Signal for the Fleet ro bring to with the Lar- 


” board Tacks on board, the Cy appearing very 
1 near our Center, and nearer dur Rea. 
7 "Feb. 11. It was evident at Dawn of Day, that 
not withſtanding the many Signals that had been 


made for the Fleet to draw into a Line of / Batt 

a head and a- breaſt, yet hitherto it never appeare 
that either of them had been formed. The Wind 
ſhifting" from E. S. E. after the Fleet brought co 
inthe Night to N. E. and N. N. E. which brouglit 
the Vice Admiral and his Divition ſo much''the 
further to Wind ward of the Center; us ic did on 
\, the contrary bring the Rear-Admiral and his Divi 
mon fo mach the further to Leeward, and neayer 
A breaſt of the Center, as the Enemy too had made 
dome Sai to che 8. E. their Line being formt 
With ehe utmoſt Exactneſs, Regularity and Gloſb- 
nels, in Courſe as this Shift of Wind brought 
the Van of both Fleets nearer together A it alt 
brought the Rear of the Fnemy more to bhe South 
ard of the Rear of our Fleet; however the 
RearcAdmirab's Diviſion appear'd to be by mch 
1 B 2 the 
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the ſternmoſt r Admiral, at ſeven & 
Clock im the Morning, after making the Signab t 


make fail, with the Signal to draw into a Line of 


Battle a: head (the laſt Signal being a Line a- breaſt, 
having not been formed) made the Signal fox he 
that commands in the third Poſt to make mare fail: 
And ſoon after he made the Signal for him that 
commands in the ſecond Poſt to do the ſame. Ar 
half paſt eight the Admirab not waiting for the 
forming the Eine of Battle a- head, now inade the 
Signal for the Line of Battle a- breaſt; at nine 
made the Signal for thoſe Ships that lead on the 
Larboard-Tack to lead large: At half paſt nine 
made the Signal again for the Line of, Bare: a- 
head. About this Time we met with another 
Reinfortement, his Majeſty's Ship Royal Oak from 
Mabone. At eleven the Admiral made the Signal 
to engage the Enemy; and the French and Spanifo 
Eleets hoiſted their Colours, which they had nat 
done be fore! So far we were greatly favoured hy 
Fortune, three ſuch Ships as the Bone, Chicliſter 
and Ra Qak, not only to eſcape the Enemy, hut 
to join us at ſo critical and ſeaſonable a Junfture; 


ſeemed to be a very happy Omen; Providence tuo 


gave us the Wind of the Enemy, which was ſd great 
an Advantage, that it ſecured us from any ppl 
benſion of their Fireſhips. Our Ships perfect hy 
clear for Action, our Men full of Spirit and Raſc 


lation, perfect Strangers to Fear; and nat widh- 


ſtanding they had been fatigued for three Day's and 
three Nights together without: their Hammooks 
or the fealt Reſt, yet their Fortitude and Courage 
were not at all abated; a Virtue to be admirediaw 
them and Which proves their Value, and a De. 
monitration, that ſa often as we come to general 
ALY | Action, 


— 


” ro find the Signal 


Center made too much | Haſte 


( 5 9 

Action, nothing can ever be wanting in our Men: 
Vet theſe auſpicious Omens re nt N og 4 
F given for Battle, at the Time 
"3 char:the Enemy kept in ſo uni farm à Line, their 
Ships all clean, an -ſectried ro ſail ab well under 
their Topfails, as we did with every thi ſer, 
. il were far from being formed in the rder 
of Battle. [ Whether this proceeded from the Num- 


ber of Signals repeated ſo faſt upon one another; 


Lines of Battle a- head, and Lines of Battle a- breaſt, 
without the Patience to allow. ſuch a Length of 
Time, as ſo great a Number: of Ships muſt take 
with ſo little Wind to form either.] Whether the 
* and did not wait 
the neceſſary Time for the Wings to extend 
ftbemſelves, and cloſe into a . of Battle a- 
bead or a- breaſt, or whether the Wings were 
any ways deficient in their Duty, neglecting their 
ſtrict Obſervation of Signals, n could o 


made more fail than they did ? Iwill not ꝓretenti 


to determine: I can only relate Matters of Facti 
leaving you to form a Judgment: But it is nan» 
feſt there was no direct. Line, the Ships very diſ- 
tant from one another, and wide of their Station 
According to the Order 'of Battle: Thie Van of the 
Enemy extending nine or ten Sail beyond the Van 
c nut Fleet, Which was very irregular, 1 
Wind ward of one another, and almoſt all the 
20 Squadron were a- breaſit of our Center 

de Views Admiral and his Dirilion 4. Guan oÞ-þ ey 
Sy rs Dunkirk and Cambridge were ndt 

they had abroad all the Saul they could 
. b. wy In is 118 1 313 
Our Fleet being in 6 Ae unn chert 
186 an 1 between the united Fleers, 


which | 


© -- —— Seer tr —-— — — dn —_ = 
— —— - - - = — af v-- ooWu 


| 
if 
| 
| 
. 
I. 
il 


o > 
ä — - —_— ů * * 
—— — —— —— * — * 


06.9. 


Which proceedeti the French making ſail to 
the Sourhward and the Santards were endèavouring 
to amepd dt, by making Hail in order to eloſe cheir 
Line. Ar ea, undture the Marihorougbb, the 
dmiral's | Very near the Namnure; 
ptain Cornwall ſtept upon the Fore-Caſtle to y 
his. Compliments to the Admiral, who, was then 
walking in the ſtetn Gallery; the Admiral after 
thanking him, expreſſed! great Uneaſineſs and im 
patiepce that the bf leet did not form taſter} and 
t,che Enemy ſhould fail ſo exceedingly well, 7 


and we fo bad. He then propoſed to Caprait Cory 7 


wall. for the Marlborough to bear down upon the 
Rex, and chat, he in the Namure would follow, 
which 91 8 with the greateſt Alacrity ſubmitred 
withont, any Expoſtulation, the Admiral made 
the he Donal a] to leave off Chace; but kept abroad the 
Sign) toxithe.Line of Battle a-head : Whether this 
laſti was meant to the Rear-Admiral and his Divi- 
ſion We pon. che Wind, being as yet not 
formed, and by no means able to cope with the 
French Squadron, whoſe Line has been obſer ved, 
extended above nine Ships beyond our Van, I am 
not able to reſolve, but it is beirn; that Admiral 
did got apprehend it to mean fo. j 
At, one O Clock Cape 'Siccie — N. Ez B. N. 4 
out eight Leagues, the Admiral and Marthorouyþ | 
bore down upon the Real, and began the Engage- 
ment With great Warmth: The Ships a-head of che 
Admiral bore down alſo, as well as thoſc a! ſtern, 
bur; were not any thing fo near the Enemy as che 
ente both being extremely wide of him; 
[and the four Ships a- fern of the Marlborough thr̃ow- 
ed away'their Powder and Shot | in ,;the-moſt 9 
ons Manner; and wich the gremalt ö 


ruth, 


a 
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Truth, I may venture to aſſirm, thar nor one of 


their Shot did Execution q and by all) Acts 


” afterwards, de nor find chat an of thefe Ships 
| 1 received the leaſt Hurt from the Knemy, o great 


was their Diſtance off, ſo wary and cautious were 
they. Even the R-p-- t, che Terror of the Spaniſh 
Privateers, the Deſtroyer of royal Fortifications, 
the Scourge of poor indigent Fiſlermeir and Market 


” Boats, and the Scowrer of the Coaſt of Cusalonia, 
who bad done ſuch mighty Feats there, kept/at an 
awful Diſtance, where no random Shot'could reach 


her.] Thoſe Ships of the Admiral's Diviſion that 


* ww _" * 
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were a-head of him employed their Time better, 


ut not ſo well as might have been expected. The 
amure made good Fires, and the Marſboroligh made 


12 great deal better, and covered the Admiral From 
ide Fire of the Rea! This floating Caſtle of 


the Enemy no ſooner began to vomit her Fire, 
than ſhe ſeem'd to be moar d with one ſethnd æ Hts 
tle upon her Bow, and the other a little upof Ker: 


Quarter, where es el their Partg ſob Well. 


r themſelves to be Oſfeers of great eat 


nowledge and Intrepidity; their god Conduct 


and Gallancry cou'd no where be exceeded; Alld 


the Preſervation of their Admiral may be ſaid to be 

c ing to ſd much excellent Judgment and inſtexibl 

EReſolution! At two O'Clock che Rear Adrhitalt 
come pretty near the French Admiral, And lay ſörnle 


time Without Action: At laſt; upoti firing at c 
Van of the Spaniſb Squadron, the French Admfral 

ard in upon him a Broadſide, and then the ARidt/ 
egan in that Quarter, Where only the 9110 
Carolina may be ſaid to havb affifted: Tche t 
Ships keeping voo far to Windward; and three 
away: their Shot in the Mutmner that 

A 


(8) 
the Admiral's Divifion. were doing; Indeed the 


—½g Cen- and H the two tſoremoſt .— 
in —— did not fire a Shot: Whether 


wiſely kept ro Windward becauſe they were a ors 
ded 


Match for the French, or whether they.c 
that rhe Signal to leave off Chace, conſi Bring 
Situation, muſt relate to them, Lam equally — 
rant of, there being rather leſs Wind chan more, 
the ' Vice-AdmuraF's Diviſion could not g 

and the four Ships in the Rear ot ce en 
Admiral, with great Diſcretion, and like — — 
and Seamen, hope t upon the Sheer from chat Di- 
viſion: It was i 9 the Purpoſe nor rhe, Dr Dur 
of theſe four Ships of the Enemy to ſeek Bat 
with our Rear. They ſaw rheir Admiraland their 
Van engaged with our Center, which was eleven 


Ships, © betides rhe Berwick. and Kingston of the 
Rear-Admiral's Diviſion, - which Admiral Wirh the 


Princeſs Caroline had had at the Beginning a Touch 
withthem : Likewiſe the Dunkirk. and Cambridge 
of the Vice Admiral's Diviſion, who were well 
in all fifteen Sail, not including the Bayfeur.. 

Caroline, againſt eight. Undoubtedly then their 
Condust was highly W er 404 cannot be 


enough — ally as they had the. Ad- 


vantage in their Ales s to cloſe up wick their Cen- 


ter as near as poſſible, as the only Means they bad 
left to protect their Chief in ſo great an , Y 
F Danger. aha u of 
In leſs than an Hour after the Beginning of. — 
E one 2 2 Spanifh Ships bre a 
our ot che poſed to be diſabled, 5 
ſecond . — "Reads fired from E 
Chace many Shot at her, but ſhe, run to che 


| ry ot che Line, and never returned into i . 
bh . . ker 


— 


; i Clocł the Admiral made the Signal for Pinnaces 
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4 
After eo Hours warm firing, the Marihnoug is 
Main Maſt and Mizen Maſt were ſhot aum y- the 
Nithi#e becdme tick too, for he ſprung her Luff 
probably to not and ſplice: On the other Side the 
als Rigging appeared to be very much thatter'd; 
Her Topfall Yards hanging in their Slings, and her 
Main Vard ſhot down. Firing on both Sides ceasꝰd 
a great deal, particularly from the Neal, but her 
1 continued their Fire wirh great Brizknefs, 
which the poor Marlharomgh, in ſo melancholy a 
May, could not well ſuſtain, being the only Ship 
near enough to bear all the Shock, and yet not 
one Ship; tho' there were many near, was daring e- 
> nough to endeavour to get between her and the Ene- 
my Can unpardonable Neglect, and deſerx ing the 
greateſt Penalty that martialllaw can inflict, Ac four 


and Barges mann'd and arm'd : ſoon after che H 
Gally Fireſhip crowded all the Sail abroad ſhe cu, 
ant ſteer d trght-down upon the Raal in arder to 
burn ber, who lay muzzled with her Sten 40: our 
Line; ſhe went forward thro' the Fire di the fix 
Sani Ships a- ſtern of their Admiral, .che-four | 
ſterumoſt of Which were crowding a-head, atid 
— age ſurpriſingly until ſhe came, as it appeared 
do ds, Within her Length of the Neal, and at frve 
Clock unhappily blew up without doing Exceu- 
SORES wi ion e een on ied 
It was obſerved, that the Real When the Fire- 
hip" came very near her, only fired a fem Guns 
of her lower Deck, being unable in that Situation 
to bring any more to bear: It was. likewtle Ob- 
rved, chat the had had the Precaurion- g mana 
anch or Leng- boat with fifty dr irt Men, in 
13. | | C Cate 
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: Rats his uf ual Practice and admired 
a 


65 ro, ) 
{ If 


e . g. Firel ip's having no Ships to cover 


dE el ſeen his Signal, primed his Ship ſcoger 


ud been ready, to have gone down upon the: firſt 
Notice hè received, the Beſign might have been 


eaſily executed under the Cover of che Namure gi 


deal Era ag iligenge 37 
deß e no ways deſerues. On the con. 
reary, had every Officer from che Admiral down, 
ro the 7 9 ol the pitiful Barca- Longa exgeuted 
heir ] uty with equal. Ardour and Aſſiduisy, rom 
the deft Accounts I have been able to gather, it i 
my humblic Opinion the hole Spangb Squadron: 
would have been ſacrificed; 2-4 Os 


—_ 


Marlhorogh's Guns: But that he was Sr eon. 


— 


Expedition to join our Center. I have laid a 


rt“)! 

This Miſcarriage gave new Spitits 0 the" Ehe- 
my: The Real recovered from 4 ferfible Coniters 
nation; and employ'd her Bodxs a-head and ar ſtern 
to take up the Men who had furt into rhe Water 
„ . 
Soon after this Misfortune, the Admiral haul'd 
down the Signal for Battle, alſo the Signal for the 
Line of Battle a-head, and made the Signal to leave 
off Chace, immediately hauling upon 4 he of 


having a little before rhe unhappy Cataſtrophe 0 
the Ann Gally, bore down towards the Ehemy and 
kept firing: At this time too the Wind came mote 
to the Southward, and it appeared that the Van of 
the French Fleet had tacked, and were endeavour- 
ing to hem in the Rear-Admiral aid his Divition, 
who had made the Signal for the Ships to coe, 


a 2 


_ down into his Wake, and was making e poll 
3] 


0 4 
that only the Barfleur and Caroline Engaged” t 85 
French, which continued pretty warm” about; an 
Hour and an half: The Reæar- Admiral Mig iq 
pur to it; in order to be enabled ro fight hig er. 
Tier of Gans, he judiciouſly cauſed ebe cht VA) 7 
his Lee Anchors, which lightned the Ports better 
than the Height of a Pin's Head out of the'Warer:; 
By Which Means, in a great Meaſlire, ' the Frs. 
- Chief became extreamly tick of the Battle, „ec“ all.” 
his Foie-ropfail; and ſheer'd off: [But hel Are the 
Suggeſtions ok Fools and Children; doubtleſs M. ae 
Coirt, with'bis Experience and unqueitionable R S 
putation for Gallantry and 'Circumlpe&ion; as in 


* * 


eminent Sea Officer, could not poſſibly *Wirh ſuch, 


Seconds as he had, with thir den tine Ilge more 
for Battle, be intimidated to play thus the Fugi- 
tive No; Sit, he could platt Widtftihgulſh, that 
ö OE. 771 He 


—— 
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rhe" Spaß Admiral, with his Seconds, bore all the 
Brunst ef the Batele ; it appeared too that tw] o 
vhirds of dur mighty Pleet lay hovering about hin- 
Feating, therefore, hib Overthrow and Deſtruct - 
on, like wiſe obſerving the Confuſion we were in 
every where (ſo that a Stranger coming to Iook oh 


| | Ac that Inſtanx of Time, from the great Character 
0 we have acquired in maritime Affairs, and the con- 


trary ſo much decry'd in the Spaniards, would 

have concluded the Hpaniſb 79 by their Bellavi- 

our to be the Eugliſb, and the Engliſbd, from their 

[| Irreſolution, want of Order, and bad Condatt;-ro 
| be the Spaniſp) he well-judged it to be Time for 
4 the Van of his Fleet to tack, more eſpecially as the 
| Wind coming more to the Sourhward, favoured 
1 him, and racked one after another in the greateſt 
| Order und. Diſeipline; ſo intent was he upon this 
Reſcue, and the Advantage of doubling and gain- 
| ing the Wind, that tho two or three Ships ranged 
0 not above Piſtol Shot off from the F/-—wick and 
1 rig Cue, yet they did not fire one Shot, when 
| they might infallibly have deſtroyed both Ships: 


| Ihe fame Complai ſance was ſhewn+ro the Chiceſter, 
| Who, as ſhe would not ſtay, was e e to wear, 
which brought her equally near three or fout Sail 
1 mor: An inconteſtibſe Proof that fuch Advantages 
If cC.rauld mot tempt the Frencir to break their Order ot 


Battle, or divert them from purſuing Mvafures that 


|| __ appeared to chem at that Time to be of much more 
|| ö Importance. J. 5 N e 191081. 1501 

| __ yvi-Aboltthalt an Hour paſt five o'Clock ſo little 
| | Wind" that the Ships had hardly Steerage-wayT; 
. However, the Admiral, even ſo late, made the 
int Sigtablfor a . Line of. Bartle a- head after which 
|! hs bore down again and kept firing with ſome of 
l| iir hs his 


I: 
f - 
| ( PF 


(13) 
his Di viſion, Whether from Choice or Neceffity 
does not _ the Dorſerſbire ent a little nearer 
the Neal than ever fhe had been before, bur ill at 
too great à Diſtahee, as Well as the three other Shij 
A ſtern of her, Who with the Dunkirk and Cambridge 
Py have been faid to continue (contrary; to, their 
Iuſtructions) throwing their Shot away, and there- 
by diſabling themſelves in ſuch a fruitleſs, unne- 
ſſary Expence, more than the Enemy. 
The XA Poder a ſixty Gun Ship, with 600 Men, 
in the Van of the Span Squackron, having for a 
conſiderable Time received the Fire of fix different 
Ships, bia. rhe Ca- ne, Som. —fet, 3. ＋7 —A, K - - 
-, Pr—ce>-a and B—to--k, after a very gallant 
Defence, wherein ſhe loſt her Main- maſt Foretop- 
maſt, and other Damage done ber, ſhe ſtruck to 
the Berwick, whoſe firſt and fourth Lieutenants, 
with '——— of his Men, took Poſſeſſion of het, 
and ſent the Captain and Officers on board che Ber- 
<wick. The firit Lieutenant obſerving the Situation 
of both Fleets, wiſely judged, that neither he nor 
his: People! could be much longer fafe, finding the 
Frruch dauble apace; therefore left the Prize with 
as many Men as one Boat could carry, and directed 
the fourth Lieutenant to follow him wich the Re- 
-mainder, leaving a Boat for that Purpoſe: But it 
ſeents tlris young Gentleman had not his Liberty 
ſo much at Heart; and he was not ſo expeditious 
as to get away before rhe Freneh retrook her with 
the Lieutenant and ſeventeen Men mor. 
All Action ceaſed | with. the Pay; and ſurely 
Heaven ſent Darkneſs to prevent greater Gonfuſion, 
if poffible, amongſt us, and to protect rhe BritzfÞ 
Flcet from an ignominious Defeat. At this, June- 
ture could not help — 7 
EIN = Herent 


( 


- (mw) 
diſterent Hiſtories Lhad read of Battles, G. 
4 Hagdfül of :difeiplinedPribops, well headed and 
conducted, have detearcd, , and ſhamefilly oper 
thrown mighty Arinies, he were Without Ort 7, 
or the Advantage of an old veteran Leader; and 
who, to a Degree of Temęri 8 Bartls, held; 
O 


their Enemy in the greateſt Contempt. 
. F * 288 ” # . F 
| It. [8416 903 n 161104 203; 40. 1 


i 1 940149 03 angie 24 2bam off A010 0 5 
q In the 2 our Fleet ſtood to the N. Erleaving | 
the poor Mariboruugh̊ deſtitute, or to be porly pro- 
rected by a forty Gun Ship J the Rs Bel 
ſtood to the 8. W. contrary Ways; but there Was 
but light Airs all Night to keep us aſunder. 11 
+ Feb. la. At Dawn of Day we were agreeably ſar? 
priſed to find the Mariboroug h not taken, and ob. 
ſerved the Admiral's Flag to be flying on board the 
Ruſſel. At half an Hour paſt ſix in the Morning 
ſaw: rhe Enemy , S. W. Diſtance about ve Leagues, 
and iat che ſume Time one of our Fleet engaged 
with one of the Enemy's, which ſeemed: fo be at- 
ſome Diſtance from the Rear of their Fett. This 
Ship prov d to be the Somerſet; [ how the came'thete;9 
was no Inſtance of her good Look- out, F SGrlef ThE! 
Care and Vigilance of her Officers. As it welttdq 
be endleſs and rrifling to repeat the many different! 
Accounts of her own. People, and the Tr N 
Zerribilities (acoording to Milton) which Me Yo" 
luckily eſcaped, let it ſuffice for your )Enteregins? 
ment, thkr che y ſay. they were kept:in@ continual” 
Jeopardy: all the Nighr long, one Ship on her Bop! 


- 


anerher upon her ee a third upòn het” 


Beam, all endeavouring to board her, bucrchgr:&very® 
oe had his Doſe: Alter alls chisð n 
r | a art 


* 
* 


(11 
Partiſo Wall that! in chis imtninent Düngerz and 
. tot two Meng ae 
thirty wou — tug g broken 
black k Ves and.ſeratched —— 4 ISLA ebf, 
The Mind being about N. Ei che Admiral with 
the Flegt bore; — upon the Enemy, and the 
Vice Admirals Divition -made Sail a- head at 11 
o' Clock the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle a- breſt; When at 
two o' Clock he made the Signal to brin 
Order to wait for the Rear Admiral's Dresden, 
who were a at Way a- ſtern; But as his Flag 
Officer, miſapprehended the Signal, in repeating 
it, and, bringing to, the Admiral corredted his 
Miſtake, in making the Signal immediately for him 
that mmancis in the third Poſt to make more 
Sail. Fine Weather; the Wind at Eafty and the 
Body of the a bearing 8. W. about fi or 
Pack Miles; at half an Hour paſt five, the Admiral 
Wich the whole Fleet brought to wich their: Star- 
board Facks aboard; the Vice with his Diviſibn 
and the Admiral's being perfectly well formed into 
a Line of Battle rn and the Rear's: Divition/ 
Fm Jt © then (and. not before) the Britiſb 
Jeet appear d in all their Strength und Glory, 
plænſant to the Eye of every Engliſpmau, formi- 
dable-;and dreadful to the Enemy: We had en- 
braced. great Order and Diſcipline, and our for- 
mer -Contufion and Diſorder ſeem'd toy t 
the Leeward amongſt rhe Enemy; our Linel was 
choſe and appear d impenetrable, and if che Can- 
federate Fleets had betare flatterd themſel ves wich} 
vaini Hopes to make up, i . Policy and Addis, 
What they were Segen Strength, theſe! Ex pee 
e only now to be mere Chimetas, and 
4184 van- 


Feil he cid. The Fleg ar une Nahen, Top- malt 
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vaniſpech like Smoak from before: thai E ye ea - 
von wagyet on-hπνα Side, n⁰H contipned wegireus 
che Wind ot. we: had no nE, u 
than the Aar ho. was diſmaſtad andror- 
-derid' c male che ben — ay: fn Aulbbn, 
under the Convoy of then Her; aut chem We 
had ſome — in che HjMau m h⁰joyned 
us this Morning from hei Quithe:Conorur y 
among the Sud had che Saristai co 
diſtinguich tour Ships di fabled and unit Battle, 
particularly the RG ,hõνE¼te 4 T — 
ora Vatd aeroſs, eeepting her man- ug Aullant 
and ſprix. fail Varga under a ſprit· ail: and faul ſta y 
Sail, in Fow'ot-anorticy Shiny ho made atb the 


Head appear d, but ſutely one Weuldthinkz had 


Den Nd the Admifat deen alive, he woeuldnot 
„wee ded oh Board of ſuch a Cripple. The 
who had truck t the. BR an had 


ee 
1 885 e Fr: 


* 5 977 aknoft Poder urs 2 added —— 
155 and: kindled more fore and aft w Hleh oon made 
pleztane Blzze; and attractet the Byge- Of the 
ple” Fleet. It was x fine Moo Hghr Nigbx, 
. c bf e Lee Ni agÞ-DEy 7-er 
Tits ch conſtant Service 
10 ane p 5 dale have'reco —— 
oft dro or” them. alter an Horis Etacy of 
ig dere Ship blue up abdur Nine & Clock, 
© and a general, Shoot ecchted thro⸗ e een 
© Sap the Vas co the Rear. Fun? * 


* 


* — 
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The Srencb, having! been to the Windward:-of 
dne Spaniards,. in the Morniug they bote daun to 
join them; 2 all tha Afternoon, and under the 
Shen of ſhitting their Line, four · on A Ships: at a 
| _ bearin — the wereinthe 
their ——— and had all 
j — il abroad they couid make: under Cover of 
—— Their Line was very regni, all 


the Appearance of fine Officers, his great Order and 
Pine which hitherto had been to: very. conſpi- 
cuous in e Motion they made, now no longer 
ſuhſiſted. That Fleet who had ſhewed us that they 
could wheel and revolve about with ſo muchDexte- 
rity, in ſuch 9 ſmall Compaſs; now thew - 
ed a deal of Confuſion, and great Irreſolu- 
tion in forming Tis true, A they Famed 
ſomething like the Face of Battle, but nothi 
i fa Aras chair . 1 was aer! — 
'P 


1 — 


404 eilen e em, or i 
jar — ; Is . ps TEA 

bring on a general Enga „ Many tu 1 
E's N Ann 


— - — —Sm— — —V —„—ß - 


ans 

— 
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Caſtles Were built; and every Bodies Expe&ation 
was raiſedito the higheſt Piten, when the Admiral 


at Mo o SL the Morning, made the Signal 
to make Sail, the Wind being northerly und a plea · 
ſant Gale, but it encreaſed freſher and 2 
the Day at Day- break inſtead of being within Gun- 
ſhot of the Enemy, alas, no-body could diſcern 
them; Hands were thereupon diſparched tothe 
Maſt-head, Emiſſaries of every Sort, with the keen 
eſt and ſharpeſt Eyes were kept upon the Stretch, 
all employed to look out for the — untill the 
Vice Admiral. and his Divition who were-.a-head, 
made the Signal of diſcoyering twenty Sail of theme 
Upon * the Admiral made the Signal for chat 
Gentleman and his Diviſion, to draw into a Line of 
Battle a-head, . who gave Chaſe, making Signals for 
his Divition. The Wind encreaſing, the Admiral 
at nine . Clock made the Signal to leave off Chaſe, 
which Was, obe yed, and then the Enemy unhappily 
end Thus ended our Sea Fight; and tn 
better Purpoſe. were the mighty preparations ſor 
Batt e on both fides emplo The Wind being 
in L408 N. E, Quarter N N all the. remaining Part 
of the None we could not get to the Windward 
to our old Rendevouz Hyeres Bay, Wwhere we 
judged we were bound; but meeting after ward 
ah gary Gale of Wind, where many Ships were 
te diſabled, in looſing their Maſts by:di — Wie 
9399 well as falling on Board of one 


we ere glad to get to Malun in order pn rn 
again for the Sea, which by all Accounts camo be 
done, 4a, lefs. than a Month, conſidering the Mam 
mage done and the Number of Shi ps. f Fn the ſuean 
While the Spaniards and French, NG o tar gained. 
their Feint, that they*qay; now unintertuptsdly- 
carry on cheir Embarkattens to Hraly. 1] As 


(6129) 

"18 ienoe teachies'us that no ſboner any Ex- 
pldition / or undertakiag proves uhſuccefaful, for 
tlat the different Perſons" employed," ve their 

ſpterierick' Reflection and Invectives on one aio- 
ther, every ohe making; his on Story good, and 
bedaabing tits Companions ! So in like Manner every 
Ship that Was concerned, railed, expatiated upon, 
and With great Art pointed out the Faults and bad 
Conductor the others, not 8 eſcape ed Calumny 
unleſs ix was the Marlborough as untver- 
ſally allowed to behave well: 15 elbe be therefore 
ridteuJous and an endleſs Task for me to enume- 
rate all the Venom and beſpattering Dirt, the many 
different Cauſes and Reaſons gi ren for our Miſcar- 
riages, I will only relate to you what I know to 
mrs { handed down to me from the beſt Au- 
thorit 

T Ships of the Admiral's Diviſion Reb of 
him, had repeated Meſſages ſent to them to ber 
down nearer the Enemy, that their Guns inight 
have their proper Weight and Efficacy ; but i 1s 
ſaĩd chat they did not do it.] een 
Phe Vice-admiral fired a Shot at che Dunkirk, 
and the Rear-Admiral called upon the Sommerſet 
three Times by firing three Shot ar her: Officers 
hb think themſelves unjuſtly ſtigmatized, plead | 
Ty 8 the Signal for the Line of Battle is fly- 
all Captains are bound ſtrictly to obſerve t 

Gene ting Inſtructions, that their Laws, Rules and 
Cuùſtoms: can never be Diſpenced with, even if they 
could effect ually deſtroy the Enemy; or fulfil the 
Intention of them, by more eaſy ſate and expediti- 
ous Ways: They afe not benen ve their Strciess 

upon any Pretence Whatſdev er; they apprehended” 
te © Sighad to de kept abroad” to be obſerved, and 

Dr enn according- 


(kay) 

_ aceorgwgitaalieſe:lhfirudions; hey rkpetreddrhicc; 
. —— — Vaho! 
otahe, gittieydidmondire to break theLine}:: 
op I the main Baty iοf the Enemy: wig: 
diſablod arirune] Ther Signal tor the Line nt Butler 
was tot taken down, non dich the Admirab fibè π 
Guns out df hisi/Fozexchaſel Eu n gaillks 

Ats edorain 2hat albthis rdaſoning is tꝙ be found! ; 

in theſe Iimttuctions; Thavezbeen near 
Yeats at Sea; yer mutt refer ydu to ſorad e. 
rientedt Sea Officers, who can plain the Fremd. 
Validity of ſuch Arguments. J BV way otRecnmin 
nation; has; been like wiſe hintedzrhar hadthe di- 
ral been pleaſed to ſignify his Intention to each Caps 
dei, an dpi Care bad had the wifod Enak/to 
katw t from bis own Mouth, the SD,, / muſt 
hive bermintalibly deſtroyed; or had the: M ears Ad- 
mtral edlen the Reſolution was: taken ro cut off 
the dprurards.trom- the krench, been immediately 
citeſted iu a Manner that he could underſtand; na 
have deep his Mind with his Diviſion, or tacid to 
chme ĩimom Rear nothing chen could have teen! 
tahended from tne Frenah; and our Center Nia 
die Vie ivihon would not have been taken qui 
from 3 * _—_ — im the: 
Buenjngg:wath ſuch a Pannic hem he a qi hat 
#4bhe Zrezch: Eileer were tacking — 
ther-gage. D vlattioq Is da 
10 Ehen Here at Minorta, [my cenſbriouem Bre- 
thren;Jqumhoecideem to underſtand Eve, hodyid 
rad i ubemer than their -owhy: and a Tverys 
prone: add; epliuit in expoling, tc ridicule che 
CotduttnoD all! Sea Officers, intertogate ame 
whyma dic no purſus the; Fugitives, atten ſeging 
h vid then Ship) mor ſodiſahled _— 
0 a Q 


* 
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thoꝭ we)brought to ſo farc td wikd Wardiof them, in 

ſo ine aM oOn- light Night: whenwElnight ſo 

— — pr fight! of them all ube Nig cows; . 
more arid more 'Bdi1 asg che "is 


an we lick nor follow. nt old fe. > 
in che Morning andͤ kf chem in ſihi, inftead of + 


calling the Vice-Admiral off from the Chaſe? In 
tllat Cafe you r 2 been ſute of the Crip- 

ples, andi chat the Raa, which 
— have 2 — a to r aß 21 2 Tri- 
umnphꝰ NM you 


End N 
on far worſe Terms than — Tray. as't 


in of _ —_ 1 tointorcs 
them! * OT | 107 459 lg 412 


ont Obſervation wottby oof, your Notice i is, 
that amo the Sed Officers, neither — attack - 
ing che y, nor 9 they loſt” 
ſiphr of chem, they never held one Comal of 
War;z'this is indeed, —— unacountable, : 
and the. Murmurers of the Fleet are .O audadious-as- 
ro! exif ir; a ſurprizing Inftance of X1l-futfficionoy:; 
tor-it has been the conſtant Practice of che 
Generals chat ever lived to ęſteem it of the:higheft- 
Imporri ate inc Affairs of War, to deliberate Wir 
many, and ro decide with fe; to aſſemble their 
principal Officers, ro hear all their Opinions and 
from t hatte form a ſecret Reſolution t be executed 
with all poſſible Speed. 9262-19117 


3 of a Sea Life, and heartily fick4of 
ea 


that I have been able to learn from them it m 
oum Gbſetvation, is that there ſeems» tb be am ab: 
ſolute Neceſſity, that au Adnural lin Commaud at 
Seu like a General poſted 0nq ſume Emin 


thould nov be takow wp Giptviflingly))/ in (bing 
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ring ſuch Reflections ; tor alb the Experience | 
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yet, calm and preſent to himſelf, make his1\Signads: 


conliderable, excepting the Maritorougihp v 


| U 2 ? 4 
al 15 f th 4 


Battle, 


pro} 


an 


] 
Countenance ought to baniſni all Fear. An the WY: 
eat of Battle he ought to be active and qeſolute, Me 
diſtinct, not capable of the leaſt Miſapprehumiun, 
and keep every Ship to her deſtin'd Poſt : Anif 


all the deſired Succeſs ſhould not croun s Endda- Jy 
vgurs, ſhould he therefore be! inflamed vit Rage, 


and all the Paſſions which poſſeſs a pronde Spit 
when fallen from its Hopes, he will chentloſt the 
Fruits, of all his Talents, and precipitate himſalt 
inte great Blunders, by giving Way 10, an edd- 
ſtrqug Imagination, and an ungoverndble Patlion,: 
which knoꝶ s no Bounds ¶ to its Velotiry Þ1014 250? 
11 he Loſſes ſuſtained in this Fight are ve dal 

ne 
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va Men lid, and ro wounded; \ the 
fit was Caps br an, ws ; 25 fe, b 
the Seit Alle tted (Hint With (gre: Intrepſ2 
irhout having an Relief worth mention, 

from «rhe inceſſamt Fire of the Rez), and her 
At t Gentleman, -affa- 
ble, and of a fine Addreſs; an Honour to the Ser- 

vier, the Darling of every” Man that knew him; 
lectly weer · cemper d and well bred; in whoſe 
th be K ing, our Country; and all Officers and 
Seainen have had a great Loſs. Among the wounded 
was Lieutenant Cunmwall, his Kinſman,” who very 
gallantly . his ri br Arm in this Action; an old 
ory g erit, and yet unprovided for! 
The Aas had eighreen Mga killed, and as many 
W 1;1fhve of e kill'd were by an Accident 
of durſting one of her Quarter Deck Guns The 


diryy' 


mg-trom 
two Seconds , He Was a 
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% Name had fifteen Men kilbd and about t 155 
be ¶ wounded;/ among the laft was Captain Ruſſei, wh 
of loſt his left Arm; a good Officer, and ld 
he riner who: always made his Mafter's: Service his 
te, conſtadt Study. The other Loſſes are Hot worth 
us mentioningz neither is the Which wWas 
m, dane het. 8 g., unleſs _ thrav! of'the AAP 
£, rough. : to F i. 2 1 42 Da 


Wbe Captain of the El Pitta — was Hur Prta 

" £ Der, i nturmed us; that they always 160k*d upon 
ic MrbeuFeabasrme third of their Strength, being 18 
wall bort ifi and garriſoned; and that her Sldds 
being: lined-tour:or: five Feet thick every who 
with oak, he is ſure that not one of our Shot terceck 
her Sides. Hen Guns from the PooptindiPartery- 
roes from the Tops, which Places were bar ricaded 
wird Wool Packs, did great Execution and mude 
r cher Soldiers upon the Muri. 


a berotzh's 


(24) 
another marine Officer loft his Arm, — 
Oſſioer told us likewiſe, that before they ſailed fivm 
Toulon, the French took infinire Pains to make the 
Spaniards believe, that we had — a few. capital 
Ships, and that the reſt were all Frigates ; that 
we were in great want of Men, the Namure having | 
the higheſt Complement, which was no more chan 
300 Men; that we had very little Powder ; and 
that the Men that we had were fickly, and en- 
feebled with the Scurvy ; tho theſe Reports mighe 
ſerve to animate the private Men, yet they were 
not at all credited by the Spaniſh: Officers; inſomuch 
that in a Council of War, which was held the Duy 
before their failing, the Spaniſh Members argued 
_ vehemently. againſt going to Sea until they were 

teinforced by the Bre Squadron; but to end all 
Diſputes Monſieur de Court, the French Admiral, 
produced tha King's Order to proceed immediately 
0 Sea, and to give us Battle; we had therefore 
no great Cauſe to be ſo impatient; for from thence 
i is evident that had we ſtayed till next N 
we ſhould ee 1 Order of Butle, 
that, agreeable to their Orders before they retreat - 
ad, they muſt have battled; and, indeed from Bl 
their Behaviour all along, and Method-of acting, 
r be their real Intention The. 3 
«Who knew: more of the Theory than the 


Bart of an Oſſicer, . ( 
Numbers of Men, had provided Bridges d Hν 
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"Country be —.— for bim 
9 flae gone c t de ven to have put it out 
8 12 TE 1 gathinking Fopu laca to blame 
Mm) duct and cenſuge his. Actions 3 let us Ra- 
is unfortunate Situation, and look into his 
d Batrle, lance ſuch Miracles were e 
Hit. Ar appears, chat after a vigilant Crulze 
Ve three Months off Cadis, he was neceſſiatecl 
| io Gear tor Water and Proviſion, to 
C4 a Men aſhore, -and to refin Again far the 
A fl! Spaniards:\took: that Opportunity 
* S very. Saips, and ix more of. 
Sn, exenty Guns, in all- eighteen, Sail ic pals 
rqithe Gut for Hay. He loſt: . — — 8 

„Ine, but followed them, having only rt B 
»4804gh-of ninety Guns, the Somey/erpabds Luo aper 
eighrö the {p/coych of ſrventy, che Hrgoik, 
feos Piymorth and — fit kuck. We 
Wiss cf ach, and two of torty, m All feen 
n rstündifterently mann'd. Ee got in 
MM Cc Cart hagenua; and Withithigpy 
1 ine Mata lars las determined. to 
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that the Men that we had were ſickly, and en- 


(24) 
pe Poop, where in Cadfrey was killed and 
another marine Officer loſt his Henk This 
Oſſioer told us likewiſe, that before they failed from 
Toulon, the French took infinite Pains to make the 
Spaniards believe, that we had only a few capital 
Ships, and that the reſt were all Frigates; that 
we were in great want of Men, the Namure having 
the higheſt Complement, which was no more than 
3oo Men; that we had very little Powder; and 


feebled with the Scurvy ; tho theſe Reports might 
ſerve to animate the private Men, yet they were 
not at all credited by the Spaniſh Officers; infomuch 
that in a Council of War, which was held the Day 
before their failing, the Spaniſh Members argued 
vehemently. againit going to Sea until they were 
reinforced by the Bre Squadron ; but to end all 
Piſpures Monſieur de Court, the French Admiral, 
produced the King's Order to proceed immediately 
to Sea, and to give us Battle; we had therefore 
no great Cauſe to be ſo impatient; for from thence 


it is evident that had we ſtayed till next Day, hen 


we ſhould have been in perfect Order of Battle, 
chat, agreeable to their Orders before they retreat - 


ed, they muſt have battled; and, indeed; from © 


their Behaviour all along, and Method of ain 
„E 
ho knew: more of rhe than 1 
Part of an Officer, d 8 much on. their 
Numbers of Men, had provided Bridges to board BY 
us; ſome of which were taken up, which ſerve to 
prove their Stupidity, Ignorance and Follxe 
To conclude; after the Enemy's Eſcape at ſo 
«aly a Rate, when we had here ſo great a Strength, 
eun Malice or Envy itſelf dare any longer [we arraign 
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75 County - It Was not ſufficient for him 
"4 a beer well, bur even to have put it out 
he E. rer rel {rhe unthinking Popu lace to blame 
* "Fig hy and cenſuxe his Actions; let us exa- 
1 FE his unfortunate Situation, and look into his 
Lise f Battle, ſince ſuch * were ex 
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CY abc Ve. three Months off Cadis, he was neceſſiated 
ito Hp into Echnaltar for Water and Proviſion, to 
his ick; Men aſhore, -and to refit again for the 
LN the Hpaniards cook that Opportumity 
k, Shel. Very Saips,” and ſix mores: of HE y 

N ſeyenty Guns, in all eighteen, Sail, 100. Pals 
chro 'the Gut for {raly. He loſt not a Moment's 
„Lime, but followed them, having onfy ch⁰αIe 
[borough of ninety Guns, the Somer/errbds Laft afer 
9%: eigheys the Ipſwich of ſeventy, tho Magee, 
Ado, Plymonth and Pembroke of ſix ty each e 
Har 0x fiikycach,” and two of forty, in alt — * 

Vergt indifferently mann'd. ' He got in. S 
ane Enemy olf Cart hagena; and with this pault 
ine Was char: brave Man determined to artackztfe 
5 my yWheothe: French Fleer, conſiſting ofth#ſc 

$57 ery. Sni; naw7Jomed to the Spauiardx, 9 0 
ir Alle. Which forced the Admiral to ſtand: ohr & 
it emen tor us that the Preach came im Sig 
* eee reg judge from the late Besbvictr 
= of the Shaun Officers, and the Strength & their 
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Admiral with alt his Fleet would have 
ene deſtroyed. After this. Bu petiertee, 
ion 4 Wale nopbe Mad-men who dare continue 
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from him. Arappears, that after a vigilant Cralze 
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is brave Gentleman's wiſe. Condud 91 or 
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55 he had a lufficient Force to cope. with the 


no Admiral that ever lived Would have 6 


ter Account of them. 
ed are the Lines of Battle, which fhew 


the Force on both Sides; but this much may be ſaid, 
that all their Ships were compleat Ships of War; and 


their whole Study for Months before they failed, 
vas to fit them ior Battle; and they were finiſhed 
in à very extraordinary Manner. On the Sum 
our Ships were not ſo Well fitted for.that Pur 

and ſome of them ere not Ships of War ika da 
Builder, either in France or Spain, built SL Ships 
as the . T--b-y „ D-rſ--ſp--e and C= 
. þ—ee, of eighty Guns, 3 inſtead of beine 
* he might haye becn hanger 1 
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